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STEWARDSHIP 
Workshop with over 60 neighbors and friends 

Citizen based “bottom up” neighborhood action!!!! 



South Venice Today 
Largest neighborhood in Sarasota 
County – over 8,000 homes/businesses 



 
South Venice Stewardship goals will 

require many years to complete.   
The goals are: 

 1. Inventory and complete biological assessments for South 
Venice waterways, lakes, and swales, 

2. Complete Siesta, Briarwood, and Woodmere waterway 
rehabilitation and complete Datura waterway project 
construction which are improving drainage into Alligator Creek 
as funded by Sarasota County, SWFWD, and others,  

3. Restore South Venice lakes and parks,  
4. Develop manuals, encourage conservation and recreation 

features, pilot tests and demonstrations i.e. gardens -- native, 
produce, and butterfly; swale and yard restoration; develop 
neighborhood gathering places – shelters/benches/tables; 
and bike/walking trails construction.   



South Venice Waterway Restoration 
Includes  

1.Alligator Creek, within the boundaries of 
South Venice;  

2.Approximately 21 lakes and ponds;   
3.Drainage waterways (Four miles including: 

Siesta, Datura, Briarwood, Woodmere and 
others) that empty into Alligator Creek and 
Lemon Bay; as well as  

4.Nearly 150 miles of swales and adjoining 
home owner’s yards 



Cooperation 
South Venice Waterway Rehabilitation is a major 
undertaking that involves the cooperation of: 
 

1.South Venice citizens,  
2.South Venice Civic Association (SVCA),  
3.South Venice Beach Endowment Trust (SVBET),  
4.Sarasota County,  
5.Southwest Florida Water Management District 

(SWFMD),  
6.State of Florida,  
7.Federal government, 
8.Foundations,  
9.Conservation organizations, as well as 
10.For profit and not for profit corporations. 



RESEARCH 



The History - Alligator Creek, circa 1950 
 



The History – Water Quality 1850-1977 
 



The History – Water Quality 1850-1977 
 
 



The History – Water Quality 1850-1977 
 



The Science – Bass Biological Laboratory, 1940 
 



The Science – Water Quality Studies 

November, 1977 May, 2004 2005 



The Science – Water Quality Studies 



The Science – What about Nutrients? 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

6/5/02 6/5/03 6/5/04 6/5/05 6/5/06 6/5/07 6/5/08 6/5/09 6/5/10 

To
ta

l N
it

ro
ge

n 
(m

g/
L)

 

Venice Gardens Effluent  
Nitrogen Values 

Total-N EPA Proposed Total-N 



RESTORATION 
Before (County Maintenance) and After 



Waterway 
County “Maintenance” Before 



Swales 
County Maintenance - Before 



1. Description  
2. Objectives  
3. Benefits 

2014:  
South Venice 

Waterway Project Overview 



Description  

Rehabilitation of the waterways in the South 
Venice Community by  

– Moving muck from flow channel and used in bank 
preparation along with mulch and compost,  

– Removing invasive plant species,  

– Re-grading/stabilizing channel slopes, and 

– Re-planting with site appropriate vegetation. 



SVCA Waterway Rehabilitation 
Project Area:  2014 



Siesta Waterway Pilot Test 



Objectives 

1. Enhance waterway habitat through bank 
stabilization and Florida Friendly/native 
planting to improve waterway biodiversity 
and water quality (dissolved oxygen and 
nutrients).  

2. Standardize Best Management Practices for 
waterway maintenance that reduce bank 
erosion, sediment scouring, and channel 
maintenance costs. 

 



South Venice WQ Initiatives 
Waterway Restoration 



Hydroseeding 



South Venice WQ Initiatives 
Swale Restoration - During 



Benefits 

• Restore at least 7,500 linear feet of waterway, 

• Move over 278 cubic yards of muck to bank,  

• Remove non-native vegetation,  

• Replant Florida friendly/native vegetation, 

• Improve water quality flowing into the 
Alligator Creek watershed which drains to 
Lemon Bay, part of Charlotte Harbor, a SWIM 
Priority water body 

 



South Venice WQ Initiatives 
Waterway Restoration 



South Venice WQ Initiatives 
Waterway Restoration 



South Venice WQ Initiatives 
Swale Restoration - After 





THE FUTURE IS  
UP TO US!!! 
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